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Features
Fiat justitia, ruat coelum
Newswire
Features Editor Hollis 
Conners discusses the 
benefits of  donating 
blood and the prepara-
tions to take when doing 
so in this week’s feature.
See Page 12
Graham and Ingber take trip to Israel
Opinions & Editorials 
Editor Taylor Fulkerson 
addresses how recent 
cold weather complicates 
the problem of  homeless-
ness in Cincinnati.
Ryan’s Pub set to open in February




By TaTum  HuNTER
Staff  Writer
Newswire photo by Mac Schroeder
Ryan’s Pub is set to re-open on campus in February after many changes.
Over Winter Break, University 
President Fr. Michael Graham, 
S.J. and Executive Director of  the 
Center for Interfaith Community 
Engagement Rabbi Abie Ingber 
spent four days in Israel on a 
trip put together by the Jewish 
National Fund, an international 
organization dedicated to sup-
porting and improving the nation 
of  Israel through projects like 
planting trees and preserving his-
torical sites.  
“At all our dinners, we were 
joined by people based in Israel 
who work for or with Jewish 
National Fund, and it was great 
to hear from them about their 
projects.  More than anything, 
you came away impressed with 
the worldwide network of  con-
cern that has been so instrumen-
tal at helping nudge Israel along,” 
Graham said.
Graham has been involved 
with the organization for many 
years and helped raise funds used 
to build a hydrotherapy pool in 
a community for children with 
disabilities. 
While in Israel, Graham was 
able to visit the community and 
meet its founder Gen. Doron 
Almod and some of  the young 
residents.
Throughout the trip, Graham 
and Ingber visited other Jewish 
National Fund projects as well 
as various sites significant to the 
Jewish and Christian traditions, 
such as the Church of  the Holy 
Sepulcher, the Church of  the 
Annunciation, Nazareth, Caesarea, 
Capernaum, the Sea of  Galilee 
and the Western Wall. 
“I was moved to gaze out over 
the Sea of  Galilee and think that 
my eyes were seeing what their 
eyes saw: this sky, this water, this 
light, these clouds and hills.  My 
tradition gained a kind of  imme-
diacy for me it has never had be-
fore,” Graham said. 
Although Rabbi Ingber had 
been to these sites many times be-
fore, he also spoke of  their pro-
found effect. 
“When you go to Israel with 
someone who has never been 
there, you really see it anew. To 
look at Israel through Fr. Graham’s 
eyes was really unique and beau-
tiful. It’s a place where you shift 
effortlessly between 3,000 years 
ago and the 21st century,” Ingber 
said.
The two also went to Yad 
Vashem, the Holocaust museum 
in Jerusalem. 
“I visited the National 
Holocaust Museum in Washington, 
DC a few years ago and so was as 
prepared as one can be for Yad 
Vashem.  But between our guide 
and seeing all the students groups 
there, it had a very special impact,” 
Graham said.
The trip gave Graham the op-
portunity to meet with a Jesuit at 
the Pontifical Biblical Institute 
who will be working in conjunc-
tion with Xavier’s Dr. Stephen 
Frankel and other theology and 
philosophy professors to offer a 
program in Jerusalem this June. 
The new program aims to facili-
tate a deeper understanding of  the 
Hebrew Bible, the New Testament 
and the Spiritual Exercises of  St. 
Ignatius Loyola by examining the 
history and politics of  Israel. 
The visit was intended to 
strengthen Xavier’s relationship 
with the only Jesuit institution in 
the Holy Land. 
Although their trip was not po-
litical in nature, Ingber said that he 
and Graham had many conversa-
tions about the current unrest in 
the region and the cultural and 
political situation in Israel. 
“This was never supposed to 
be a political trip, but when you’re 
driving by an Arab village or an 
occupied area, you have to com-
ment on what’s going on. If  what 
happens in Israel has historically 
impacted the entire world then we 
need to understand modern Israel 
and how it again is impacting the 
course of  human civilization. In 
America, we’re able to walk away 
from tough discussions. In Israel, 
they can’t do that,” Ingber said.
Newswire file photo
Fr. Graham and Rabbi Ingber traveled to Israel over Xavier’s Winter Break.
The future of  Ryan’s Pub has 
seemed unclear to many around 
Xavier’s campus. Now, the pub is 
under new management of  Tom 
Barlow of  Auxiliary Services and 
managers Beverly Centers and 
Ron Bistany and is set to open in 
February. 
Centers and Bistany have 
worked together for 28 years, 
managing 20 Subway stores, two 
Hot Head Burritos and now 
Ryan’s Pub. 
The pub will be student em-
ployed, and although current em-
ployment quotas have been met, 
applications are always accepted. 
“It is important that we reit-
erate that we are always looking 
for student interest, so far we 
have only employed people from 
Xavier,” Centers said.  
The pub is to take on a new 
life different from the previous 
ownership, as changes have been 
made to Ryan’s menu, design and 
theme. 
Ryan’s will be a sports bar café, 
an idea developed by Bistany, of-
fering late night pizza delivery 
on campus available until 1 a.m. 
Students will be able to pay with 
X Cash or Dining Dollars over the 
phone so that students delivering 
will not have to carry money on 
them. 
Due to the tie with Subway, sub 
sandwiches will also be available 
for delivery on campus. Ryan’s has 
also added DirectTV so that they 
can offer more sports, as well as 
a jukebox that allows students to 
download songs for an extra cred-
it if  it does not already have the 
tune a patron wants. 
Ryan’s Pub’s beer selection will 
consist of  local breweries for the 
tap and more standard brands for 
bottles. Club Sports have played a 
role in the décor of  the pub with 
jerseys lining the walls and tables. 
The clubs were asked to design 
them and will compete against one 
another for best decorated table 
for a to-be-determined prize. 
“The tables are a living bul-
letin board, each club has a table 
they can put their schedule into 
and update with newer pictures,” 
Barlow said. 
“The ceiling has also been re-
painted to make a brighter and 
livelier atmosphere,” Centers said. 
“We want to encourage a spot 
for meetings, you can call ahead 
to save some seats. People won’t 
have to leave campus to do this 
stuff, they can stay on campus to 
find what they need.”
Ann Hoffman, Xavier alumna 
and Board of  Trustees member, 
has stressed the importance of  
students’ voice in the pub’s design. 
Ryan’s will focus on the needs of  
the students, whether it may be a 
study location or a place to meet 
for coffee.
The pub will be directly in-
fluenced by students to keep it 
geared towards students needs.  
It is designed around the needs 
of  the students, be it study loca-
tion or a place to meet for coffee, 
much of  which can be traced to 
Board of  Trustee member and 
former student Ann Hoffman, 
who wanted students to make 
their voices heard in the design. 
Sports
See Page 7
Xavier men’s soccer 
players Nick Hagglund 
and Matt Walker signed 
with MLS teams. Sports 
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Christie bridge scandal Chemical leak in West Virginia
Over 300,000 people in West 
Virginia were told not to 
drink or bathe in their tap 
water after 7,000 gallons 
of chemicals used to clean coal 
leaked from a storage tank into the 
Elk River near a water treatment facil-
ity. The advisory, which began on Jan. 9 when 
the leak was discovered, has been lifted for 
most counties, and the negligent company has 
filed for bankruptcy.
Utah sways on same-sex marriage
A Utah district judge ruled that the state’s ban on 
same-sex marriage was unconstitutional on Dec. 20. 
The Utah Supreme Court then put a halt to same-sex 
marriage licensing on Jan. 6 to examine constitu-
tional questions, leaving the legal status of the over 
1,000 same-sex couples who filed for 
marriage in question. The Obama ad-
ministration vowed to recognize the 
marriages performed, and the Utah 
state tax commission later stated that 
these couples would be able to jointly 
file tax returns on Jan. 16.
Christmas shopping hacking scandal
In the largest security breach of 
its kind, nearly 110 million peo-
ple who shopped at Target and 
Neiman Marcus stores during 
the holiday season had their 
personal information, including 
credit and debit information and 
email addresses, stolen.  The culprits remain at 
large, though some authorities identify a 17-year-
old Russian hacker as a key suspect. 
Photo courtesy of digitalcameratimes.com Photo courtesy of emblibrary.com
New Jersey Governor Chris Christie 
and his administration are under 
federal investigation after allega-
tions that they blocked the George Washington Bridge 
that runs from Fort Lee, New Jersey, to Manhattan 
last September for political reasons, slowing emer-
gency vehicles. Four of Christie’s top administrative 
officials have been dismissed following the allega-
tions of the scheme, of which Christie denies any 
knowledge.
Xavier students may have been on vacation, but the world did not rest.  
Here is a collection of some of the biggest headlines from the past month.
Photo courtesy of lehighvalleylivecom
Bombings rock Volgograd
Two suicide bombers killed 32 people 
on Dec. 29 and Dec. 30 in Volgograd, a 
city in southern Russia. The Caucasus 
Emirate, an Al-Qaeda-linked terrorist and 
separatist group, claimed responsibil-
ity for the attacks, which took place in a 
railway station and on a trolley bus. The 
attacks have raised questions about the 
Russian government’s ability to protect 
spectators of and athletes in the upcom-
ing Olympic Games in Sochi, Russia.
By Andrew koch
Campus News Editor
What you missed over break
Photo courtesy of craftster.org
Colorado opens marijuana sales
Colorado began selling marijuana 
to individuals age 21 and older 
on Jan. 1, becoming the first 
state to sell legalized recre-
ational marijuana after voters 
approved the measure in 2012. 
Washington has also legalized 
recreational marijuana use, and 18 other states 
and the District of Columbia have legalized me-
dicinal marijuana. On Jan. 19, President Barack 
Obama called for marijuana legalization, stating 
that the effects of marijuana are no worse than 
those of alcohol. Photo courtesy of fox4kc.com






The Dorothy Day Center for 
Faith and Justice (CFJ) is once 
again offering its Summer Service 
Internship Program (SSI) to 
Xavier students.
Students can use the program, 
which combines a paid internship 
with intrinsic service rewards, to 
connect with the area in mean-
ingful ways. The Summer Service 
Internship allows students to 
branch out and influence others in 
the community, specifically those 
located around Cincinnati. 
Samantha Meza, senior student 
coordinator for the organization, 
speaks highly of  the internship’s 
unique advantages. 
“SSI allows students to engage 
in service, reflection and commu-
nity building while learning about 
issues of  social justice,” Meza 
said. “It gives students the op-
portunity to do meaningful work 
in the Cincinnati area and then 
bring those experiences back to 
Xavier.”
The variety of  service pro-
grams offered to Xavier students 
through this internship include 
working with those in poverty, 
assisting local children seeking 
extracurriculars in order to deter 
them from street crime and vio-
lence, promoting greater aware-
ness for environmental care and 
many more. 
Xavier partners organiza-
tions such as the Boys and Girls 
Club of  Cincinnati, Society of  St. 
Vincent DePaul and the Center 
for Holocaust and Humanity 
Education to allow students the 
chance to work cooperatively and 
even begin career paths in non-
profit work. 
In addition, interns com-
municate with other leaders at 
Xavier University and experience 
a unique time exploration of  the 
Queen City’s hidden gems. 
“The interns don’t simply live 
in Cincinnati. They engage with 
this great city through their work 
at service agencies and discover 
all the exciting adventures that the 
city has to offer,” Meza said. 
Students in the internship pro-
gram will live together in a com-
munity on campus in Brockman 
Hall.
Any student interested in ap-
plying for the Summer Service 
Internship should seek out the 
Dorothy Day Center for Faith 
and Justice’s website for more 
information. 
Forms for application are avail-
able on OrgSync.  The application 
is due at 5 pm on Jan. 24. 
28 Xavier students joined hun-
dreds of  Cincinnati locals in the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Coalition’s 
39th annual 
Commemorative 
March to kickoff  
Xavier’s Martin 
Luther King Jr. 
Week.
This week the 








sage and life. 
Hundreds of  
C inc inna t i ans 
met outside the 
F r e e d o m 
Center to lis-
ten to several community leaders 
share their thoughts about King, 
including Xavier’s Rabbi Abie 
Ingber and Waleed El-Ansary of  
the theology department.
“We bring students here so 
they can get a feel for what it was 
like back then, during the Civil 
Rights Movement,” Joya Dillard, 
the program coordinator for 
the Multicultural, Gender, and 
Women’s Center, said.
The march did embrace the at-
mosphere of  the famous marches 
of  the 1960s.  People held signs 
reading “PEACE” and “MLK 
DAY,” but there were also pro-
testors against the street car and 
supports of  Judge Tracie Hunter 
chanting, “No justice. No peace.”
The theme of  this year’s Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Week is, “Our 
lives begin to end the day we are 
silent about thing that matter,” a 
quotation from King himself.
“When we came up with the 
theme, we wanted social justice to 
be the focal point of  the week,” 
Dillard said.
Students honor Dr. King
By Sean McMahon
Staff  Writer
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
is held on the third Monday of  
January. It was first observed as a 
federal holiday after being signed 
into law by former President 
Ronald Reagan in 
1983. However, the 
holiday was not of-
ficially observed 
in all 50 states un-
til 2000, as some 
states initially com-
bined  it with other 
observances. 
King is honored 
for an entire week 
at Xavier, giving 
students the chance 
to attend a variety 
of  programs and 
events. 
On Jan. 22, there 
is a FRHOzen 
Treats Fundraiser 
at 3 p.m. on the first 
floor of  Gallagher. 
Proceeds benefit St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital.  
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 
will present “Look in the Mirror: 
Discussions on Ethnicity and 
Colorism” at 7:08 p.m. on Jan. 23 
in the Clock Tower Lounge.
The week closes on Jan. 25, with 
the Black Student Association’s 
Hoop for Dreams Basketball 
Tournament from 2 to 7 p.m in 
the O’Connor Sports Center.  
Photo courtesy of Google Images
Students will honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., this week with events 
sponsored by the Multicultural, Gender, and Women’s Center.
By alex Spindler
Staff  Writer
As the Opening Day ceremo-
nies near, the Russian govern-
ment is faced with an increasing 
number of  security threats and 
controversies, raising questions 
of  Russia’s ability to keep ath-
letes and spectators safe.
A video recently uploaded 
to a Jihadi website warned the 
international community of  a 
planned attack at the Olympics 
in Sochi, Russia.  
In the video, two men, believed 
to have been involved in two sui-
cide bombing attacks last month 
in Volgograd, Russia, which killed 
more than 30 people, warn of  
further terrorist activity in the 
country.
“We’ve prepared a present for 
you and all tourists who’ll come 
over,” the two men said.  “If  you 
will hold the Olympics, you’ll get 
a present from us for the Muslim 
blood that’s been spilled.”
Russian authorities have also 
begun looking for Ruzanna 
“Salima” Ibragimova, who they 
believe to be involved in planning 
terrorist activity around Sochi.  
Fliers being distributed by se-
curity officials in Sochi describe 
Ibragimova as the widow of  a 
militant group from the Russian 
Caucasus region, where Islamist 
insurgents have been active in car-
rying out suicide attacks.
Terrorist activity has taken 
place at the Olympic Games 
before.  A Palestinian terrorist 
group called Black September 
took hostage and later killed 11 
members of  the Israeli Olympic 
team during the 1972 Olympics 
in Munich, Germany. In addition, 
Eric Rudolph, a lone-wolf  domes-
tic terrorist, detonated a bomb in 
Centennial Park during the 1996 
Summer Olympics in Atlanta, kill-
ing two people and injuring over 
100 more.
Despite the threats, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and his 
administration feel confident in 
their ability to keep spectators safe 
from potential terrorist activity.
The United States has posi-
tioned two warships in the Black 
Sea, and State officials said that 
there are contingency plans to 
evacuate Americans from the 
Olympic Games in the event of  
an attack.
In addition to security issues, 
members of  the international 
community have also voiced con-
cerns over Russia’s treatment of  
LGBT individuals.
The new legislation, passed in 
June 2013, bans “propaganda of  
non-traditional sexual relations,” 
specifically in the presence of  
children. Under the new statue, 
it is illegal to hold gay pride pa-
rades or demonstrations or speak 
in favor of  same-sex rights or 
relationships. 
Though the Putin administra-
tion has defended the policy as a 
way of  preventing child pornog-
raphy and sexual abuse against 
children, organizations like the 
Human Rights Watch have voiced 
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CFJ to host summer 
service internships
- The latest articles, 
profiles, reviews and 
editorials
- Biographies on 
each of our editorial 
staff members
- An archive of this 
year’s news, sports, 
arts and entertainment 
and opinions 
and editorials
Russia faces security threats, controversies 
before hosting 2014 Winter Olympic Games
Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons
The 2014 Winter Olympics will begin on Feb. 7 in Sochi, Russia, amidst a 
number of controversies and international concern about the event’s security.
als and rights activists, including 
LGBT athletes and individuals 
attending the Olympic Games 
are at risk for persecution.
Some politicians have also 
called for a boycott of  the games 
following the Russian govern-
ment’s decision to grant asylum 
to Edward Snowden, a former 
government contractor who 
leaked thousands of  classified 
federal documents before fleeing 
the United States.
Russia, then known as the 
USSR, last hosted the Olympic 
Games in the summer of  1980. 
The United States and 65 other 
countries boycotted the event in 
response to the Soviet-led inva-
sion of  and subsequent war in 
Afghanistan in December, 1979.  
The Opening Ceremony of  
the Games will take place on 
Feb. 7, and 98 sporting events 
will take place before the Closing 
Ceremonies on Feb. 23. 
Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons
President Vladimir Putin has faced a number of criticisms about his laws 
that violate same-sex rights and his granting asylum to Edward Snowden.
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New Manresa Core prepares for application process Bitter cold weather hits 
B Y G INA CARFAGNO 
Staff Writer 
Applications for group leaders 
and staff members for Manresa 
have been posted online for stu-
dents who are interested in this 
leadership opportunity. 
The application is a straight-
forward set up of fill-in questions, 
asking questions related to Xavier 
and general short answers. The 
group leader position involves co-
leading a Manresa group of first-
year students. 
Staff members are in charge 
of the behind-the-scenes work 
and the logistics of the long 
weekend. The jobs involve three 
to four days of training, assisting 
the Move Crew with the move-in 
process and the actual Manresa 
program. 
The Manresa Core in charge 
of this process is made up of 
students who have participated 
in Manresa in the past, consist-
ing of juniors Sam Birchfield, 
Patrick Cannel and Caitlin Ray 
and sophomores Colin Foos and 
Sydney Smith. They are looking 
for anyone interested in welcom-
ing the Xavier Class of 2018 to 
the university. 
"Manresa is one of the great-
est ways to get involved at the uni-
versity. You can be exposed to so 
many different facets of campus," 
Ray said. "I can explain to a lot of 
Photo courtesy of www.twitter.com/ XUlnvolvement 
The 201.4 Core. Top, from left to right: Patrick Cannel and Colin Foos; 
middle: Molly Dugan, assistant director of Student Involvement; 
bottom, from left to right: Sydney Smith, Caitlin Ray and Sam Birchfield. 
my friends that being a part of the 
orientation team is a lot like sum-
mer camp. Manresa is the best way 
to start your school year off." 
After applying for Manresa, 
applicants will go though an in-
terview process. At the end of 
the application, those who apply 
can chose a date between Feb. 7 
and 12 to interview with this year's 
core members, past Core mem-
bers and seniors who have partici-
pated in Manresa. Training days 
are still to be determined by Core 
but will occur in the days leading 
up to Manresa. 
The application can be found 
at the link www.xavier.edu/ one-
app. This link can be used to ap-
ply for Resident Assistant and 
Smooth Transitions positions as 
well. The Manresa application 
is due at 11 :59 p.m. on Jan. 31. 
Interviews will follow. 
- Paid Advertisement -
Ohio, other parts of U.S. 
B Y M E REDIT H F RANCI S 
Campus Neivs Editor 
Another wave of bitterly cold 
temperatures is making its way 
through Ohio and is headed to-
wards the Northeast, bringing 
with it deep freezes, school clos-
ings and transportation delays in 
many parts of the United States. 
The recent cold front comes 
only two weeks after the so-called 
"Polar Vortex" swept across the 
country. This led to Arctic-like 
temperatures even in parts of the 
South that broke many records. 
Many Xavier students woke up 
early Tuesday morning to an XU 
Alert Me message, informing ev-
eryone that Xavier would be op-
erating on a two-hour delay after 
three inches of overnight snow-
fall. Road conditions on campus 
and around Cincinnati were less 
than ideal as the Physical Plant 
worked all morning to clear park-
ing lots, roads and sidewalks on 
Xavier's campus. 
Ohio Gov. John Kasich is one 
of many governors in Midwestern 
states that declared an energy 
emergency and temporarily light-
ened regulations for propane and 
heat usage. 
In the coming week, overnight 
lows will dip into the single dig-
its, with wind chills expected to 
be in the negatives. The upcom-
ing weekend could bring more 
snowfall for Cincinnati, while the 
high next Tuesday, Jan. 28 will be 
a frigid 10 degrees. 
Make sure to stay warm when 
walking across campus by wear-
ing a warm coat, gloves and a hat. 
If you are a commuter or need 
to drive your car, be sure to give 
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SAC to host u coming events 
Photo courtesy of danlomitis.co 
Dan Lornitis, comedian and hypnotist, will be featured at one SAC's events. 
BY JENNY MENDOZA 
St4.f Writer 
Xavier's Student Activities 
Council (SAC) is providing a slew 
of winter activities this semes-
ter, three of which are quickly 
approaching. 
Dan Lornitis is a comedian 
and hypnotist who will be per-
forming at 7 p.m. on Jan. 22 in the 
Gallagher Student Theatre. The 
Live Entertainment committee 
on SAC is sponsoring the show, 
and the entire event is completely 
free. 
Lornitis was on campus in the 
fall semester to perform a show 
for the athletes at Xavier, and he 
is very excited to be corning back 
for the rest of the student body. 
For hockey fans, SAC is sell-
ing tickets for the Cincinnati 
Cyclones Hockey Game. Ticket 
sales are from 1 to 2 p.m. on Jan. 
22 in the Fenwick Place Atrium. 
SAC asks that those requesting 
tickets only use one ALL card per 
person and two tickets per ALL 
card. The trip date is Jan. 29. 
For the month of January, the 
last event that SAC is sponsor-
ing is a ski trip, an annual event 
that the SAC committee Campus 
Traditions puts on. 
SAC will be bussing approxi-
mately 90 students on Jan. 31 to 
Perfect North Ski slopes. The 
buses will be leaving at 8 p.m. 
on Friday evening from Buenger 
Circle and will be returning 
around 1 a.m. 
Tickets are $20 per student. 
Tickets include both lift tick-
ets and ski/ snowboard rentals. 
They will be sold at 4 p.m. this 
Thursday, Jan. 23 in the Gallagher 
Student Center. SAC is selling two 
tickets per ALL card, one ALL 
card per student. 
Megan O'Donnell is the chair 
of Campus Traditions committee. 
"The evening is an extremely 
fun and active night with your 
friends and fellow Xavier stu-
dents. Personally, it was one of my 
favorite events that SAC planned 
last year, and I cannot wait for it 
again this year," O'Donnell said. 
Jan. 10, 12:34 p.m. - A 
student reported the theft of 
a laptop from his or her room 
in Buenger Hall. 
Jan. 11, 2:37 a.m. - Xavier 
Police assisted Physical Plant 
with a water leak in the ath-
letic offices in Cintas Center. 
Jan. 12, 3:01 p.m. - Three 
students reported the theft 
of an Xbox, PlayStation and 
games from their room in the 
Commons. 
Jan. 12, 7:32 p.m. - Xavier 
Police assisted Physical Plant 
with a water leak in a unit in 
the University Apartments. 
Jan. 12, 9:38 p.m. - Xavier 
Police assisted Norwood 
Police in a search for a suspect 
wanted for robbing Family 
Dollar in the Norwood Plaza. 
Xavier Police and Norwood 
Police were unable to locate 
the suspect. 
Jan. 13, 5:52 p.m. - Xavier 
Police assisted Cincinnati 
Former Xavier student founds X-LINK 
Xavier alumnus Owen Raisth farms start-up geared towards experiential learning. 
BY JUSTIN WORTHING 
Staff Writer 
Hours upon hours often go 
into projects for classes - only 
to have the project forgotten af-
ter the grade is received. A young 
startup in the Williams College of 
Business, however, suggests a new 
approach to such projects. 
Known as X-LINK, the start-
up connects local businesses and 
nonprofits with undergraduate 
and MBA courses to create proj-
ect-based experiential learning 
opportunities. 
Students in participating cours-
es are assigned projects which 
address a need of their linked 
business. These projects both 
conform to the requirements of 
the specific courses as well as help 
solve a specific real-world need. 
Photo courtesy of facebook.com 
Xavier alumnus and X-LINK founder Owen Raisch gives a talk at the TED series. 
"(Students) can now be graded 
based on their work with commu-
nity partners, rather than course-
work alone," Owen Raisch, 
X-LIN K's founder and Xavier 
alumnus, said. 
"The projects are selected for 
each course to increase learn-
ing, so that students can learn 
that course's curriculum by creat-
ing value for X-LINK partners," 
Raisch said. 
So far students inX-LINKhave 
partnered with about 20 business-
es from the Greater Cincinnati 
Independent Business Alliance 
(CiNBA) sponsored by Xavier, a 
number that is expected to grow 
in the future. CiNBA spreads the 
word about the X-LINK program 
to over 140 businesses from 20 
different neighborhoods during 
their annual BuyCincy event. 
Businesses in X-LINK remain 
in the program for three to four 
years, and the educational exper-
tise provided by the faculty and 
the students has made some sig-
nificant changes in both business-
es and neighborhoods. 
"Cincinnati Union Bethel (a 
nonprofit managing preschools, 
affordable housing, and rehabili-
tation services) had to close down 
three of their 10 sites," Raisch 
said. "They're trying to figure out 
where their market went, and our 
(Strategic Management) MBA 
course is going to help them fig-
ure that out and, if they need to, 
help them build a new location." 
Overall, Raisch 1s excited 
POLICE 
NOTES 
Police with a four-vehicle ac-
cident at the corner of Dana 
Avenue and Victory Parkway. 
Two students involved sus-
tained minor injuries. 
Jan. 13, 8:59 p.m. 
Xavier Police assisted 
Norwood Police with a dis-
orderly person in the 1800 
block of Cleveland Avenue. 
Jan. 14, 2:49 p.m. -
Xavier Police and Residence 
Life conducted a room 
search in Brockman Hall. A 
small amount of marijua-
na and paraphernalia were 
confiscated. 
Jan. 14, 8:47 a.m. -
An officer on patrol and 
Physical Plant discovered 
a car parked at Victory 
Parkway and Ledgewood 
Drive had a window that had 
been broken out. The owner 
was notified. 
Jan. 14, 11:10 p.m. -
Xavier Police and Residence 
Life conducted a room search 
in the Village Apartments. A 
small amount of parapherna-
lia was confiscated. 
Jan. 15, 6:28 p.m. - Xavier 
Police, Cincinnati Fire and 
Rescue and Residence Life 
responded to a fire alarm in 
the cafeteria in Fenwick Place. 
They were unable to deter-
mine the cause and the system 
was reset. 
Jan. 16, 2:22 p.m. - A stu-
dent reported the theft of $80 
in cash from his or her room 
in the Commons. 
Jan. 16, 6:21 p.m. - Xavier 
Police searched the O'Connor 
Sports Center parking lot for 
the report of four juveniles 
looking into vehicles and en-
tering a vehicle parked in the 
lot. The witness who waited 
several minutes to call the po-
lice informed officers that the 
suspects were last seen run-
ning across Victory Parkway 
towards University Drive. 
The area was searched follow-
ing the phone call and Xavier 
about the potential X-LINK and 
CiNBA have for creating a benefi-
cial change in local businesses and 
neighborhoods. 
"I know that Xavier students 
have so much potential to ben-
efit our community (both after 
and during college)," Raisch said 
when describing the mission of 
X-LINK. "The best way to help 
students tackle local and interna-
tional problems is to help them 
get started now." 
Both X-LINK and CiNBA are 
located in the Sedler Center for 
Experiential Learning in Business 
in Smith Hall room G14. For 
more information or to find out 
how to get involved individually 
with X-LINK, visit the Sedler of-
fice or CiNBA's website at www. 
gcinba.org. 
Police was unable to locate 
the suspects. 
Jan. 16, 7:53 p.m. -
Xavier Police assisted 
Residence Life with a student 
who has been banned from 
the residence halls and re-
fused to leave Husman Hall. 
The student was advised and 
escorted from the building. 
Jan. 16, 10:17 p.m. 
Xavier Police assisted 
Residence Life with a room 
search at Fenwick Place. A 
small amount of parapher-
nalia was confiscated. 
NOTE OF THE 
WEEK 
Who did it? 
Beats me. 
Jan. 12, 10:17 p.m. - A 
student reported the theft of 
a pair of white Beats head-
phones from his or her room 
in the Commons. 




Impressive scoring week for men’s basketball
By Nick McGill
Staff  Writer





TEAM       RECORD
1. Creighton 16-3 (6-1)
2. Villanova 16-2 (5-1)
3. Xavier 15-4 (5-1)
4. Providence 13-5 (3-2)
5. Marquette 11-8 (3-3)
6. G’town 11-7 (3-4)
7. Seton Hall 11-7 (2-3)
8. DePaul      10-10 (2-5)
9. Butler 11-7 (1-5)
10. St. John’s 10-8 (0-5)
After a hard-fought loss to the 
Creighton Bluejays in Omaha, the 
men’s basketball team had victories 
last Wednesday at home against 
Big East veteran Georgetown and 
on Monday at DePaul. 
Xavier had not played 
Georgetown since 1995 in the first 
round of  the NCAA tournament, 
when legendary coaches John 
Thompson for the Hoyas and 
Skip Prosser for the Musketeers 
faced each other in a hard-fought 
Georgetown victory. 
This time around, both teams 
met after proving themselves 
through the Big East conference 
schedule, each entered the game 
with a 3-1 record in the Big East. 
After trading baskets for much 
of  the first half, the Hoyas pulled 
together a few scoring runs to en-
ter halftime with a 42-29 lead. 
With a quick 7-0 run to start 
the second half, Xavier chipped 
away at the lead before the Hoyas 
exploded with a barrage of  three-
pointers to gain a game-high 17 
point advantage. 
The Musketeers 
refused to back down, 
bouncing back with a 
few clutch 3-pointers 
by junior guard Dee 
Davis and redshirt 
junior forward Justin 
Martin.
With 4:56 remain-
ing in the game, 
freshman Myles 
Davis broke out of  a 
shooting slump with 
a huge three to give 
Xavier its first lead of  
the game. 
Stellar defense and 
strong shooting down 
the stretch led to a 
16-0 Musketeer run 
to end the game and 
give Xavier an 80-67 
victory. Xavier went 
on a 44-14 run to stun a confident 
Georgetown team. 






18 and 17 
points respec-
tively. The win 
gave Xavier 
the edge in 
the confer-
ence standings 






game took the 
M u s k e t e e r s 
to Chicago to 
face DePaul at All State Arena as 
Xavier looked for its first road win 
in conference play. 
The Musketeers grabbed an 
early lead and never gave it up, 
shooting a season-high 50 points 
in the first half. Led by Christon 
and Martin who scored 19 and 14 
points in the first half  respectively, 
the Musketeers went into halftime 
with a demanding 50-32 lead. 
Haphazard play in the second 
half  allowed the Blue Demons to 
claw back and trim the lead to 7 
points with 5:50 remaining in the 
game. 
The Musketeers gave up 13 of  
21 turnovers in the second half, 
leading to 24 Blue Demon points. 
However, great shooting led the 
Musketeers to victory as they shot 
58.3 percent from the field (28-
48) and 80 percent from the free 
throw line (24-30). 
This win marked the first ever 
road win in the Big East for the 
Musketeers. The win was the ninth 
victory for Xavier against an RPI 
top 100 team. 
Only Kansas, Syracuse and 
Massachusetts can boast a higher 
win total in that category with 10 
each.
Xavier will travel to Rhode 
Island on Saturday, Jan. 25 to take 
on an energetic Providence team 
that recently shocked Creighton at 
home with an 81-68 victory. 
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
After being down 42-29 at halftime, XU dominated on both sides of the ball to outscore the Georgetown Hoyas 41-14 in the second half, winning 80-67.
Senior forward Isaiah Philmore earns 
the honor of Player of the Week. 
Philmore averaged 13.5 points per 
game, six rebounds per game and 
went 9-11 from the free throw 
line in two Xavier wins against 
Georgetown and DePaul. 
Philmore displayed great 
mental and physical tough-
ness against the Hoyas after 
going down with an injury, 
and deserves every bit of 
the award this week.
Newswire photo by Andrew MatsushitaNewswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
XU’s Last Laugh
Former Xavier recruit, 
D’Vauntes Smith-Rivera 
(Georgetown’s No.4) played 
his first game in Cintas 
Center on Jan. 15 against 
the Musketeers. Smith-
Rivera scored 18 points in 
the game, but Xavier got 
the last laugh, holding him 
to only 6 points in the sec-
ond half and going on to 
win after being down by 17 
points.
Farr averaged 6.5 ppg and 5.5 rpg in two games.
Martin had 14 ppg and 7 rpg in Xavier’s last two games.
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
1/25 @ Providence
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Impressive scoring week for men’s basketball
By Nikhil JelaJi
Staff  Writer
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
XU soccer’s Walker and Hagglund headed to MLS
Senior defender Nick Hagglund was drafted 10th by Toronto FC on Jan. 16.
By Tim Wilmes
Sports Editor
Xavier men’s soccer has made 
national news in the past few 
weeks with the signing of  senior 
midfielder Matt Walker to the 
Columbus Crew on Jan. 8 and 
Toronto FC’s 10th overall selec-
tion of  senior defender Nick 
Hagglund on Jan. 16 in the Major 
League Soccer (MLS) SuperDraft. 
The pair of  acquisitions marks 
the second and third time a Xavier 
soccer player has committed to 
playing for an MLS team in the 
past two years, 









As a former 





grown player that the 
Crew has on its active roster with 
the signing, tying Columbus with 
FC Dallas for the most in the 
league. 
Walker was a member of  the 
Crew Juniors Super-20 squad 
that claimed the national title in 
2011 and earned the title of  Crew 
Soccer Academy’s Under-19/20 
Player of  the Year in 2011.
In his senior season, Walker 
finished 33rd in the nation and 
3rd in the Big East with .41 as-
sists per game while also finishing 
18th nationally and first in the Big 
East with 1.47 points per game. 
Throughout his four-year career, 
Walker made 79 appearances, 
netted 26 goals 
and notched 24 
assists.
“Matt Walker 
is a dynamic play-
er that has the 
ability to turn in 
tight spaces and 
take players on 
one-on-one, and 
he fits the style 
that we want to 
play,” the Crew’s 
head coach Greg 
Berhalter told th-
ecrew.com. 
Hagglund’s selection at 10th 
overall in the MLS SuperDraft 
was the highest pick in Xavier 
soccer history, and only the sec-
ond XU player to be taken after 
Spencer’s selection at 23rd overall 
by the New England Revolution 
last year. 
Originally holding the 15th 
pick overall, Toronto FC elected 
to trade up to the 10th spot to ac-
quire Hagglund in the first round.
Now the Big East’s leading 
defender joins a roster that re-






m i d f i e l d e r 




cited to be 
at Toronto,” 
H a g g l u n d 
told report-
ers at the MLS 
SuperDraft . 
“I think I’m 
just going to 
go out there 
and enjoy be-




TEAM          PTS
1. NY Red Bulls 59
2. Kansas City 58






9. Toronto FC 29
10. DC United 16
the squad.”
As a senior, Hagglund led an 
XU defense that finished third in 
the Big East with 1.00 goals al-
lowed per game and took home 
the Big East Defensive Player of  
the Year Award. 
In four seasons at Xavier, 
Hagglund started in 81 matches, 
played over 7,200 minutes and 
notched four goals and 11 assists. 
The Musketeers also r e -
corded 31 shutouts 
with Hagglund’s 




soccer stars made 
headlines this year, earning mul-Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
Senior midfielder Matt Walker signed with the Columbus Crew of Major League Soccer on Jan. 8.
tiple honors and leading the 
Musketeers to a third-place finish 
in the school’s first year in the 
Big East. 
Now after being 
teammates for the past 
four years and realizing 
their dreams of  playing 
professional soccer, 
Hagglund and 




rivals in the 
MLS. 
The first meeting be-
tween the two Xavier stars 
will take place at 6 p.m. on April 
5 in Columbus, Ohio.
Home win and loss for XU women’s basketball team
The Xavier women’s basketball 
team defeated Big East opponent 
Providence 75-52 Saturday af-
ternoon at Cintas Center. Senior 
guards Ashley Wanniger and 
Shatyra Hawkes led the way and 
combined for 31 points and 11 re-
bounds in the victory. 
With the victory over the 
Friars, the Musketeers improved 
to 8-10 overall and 3-3 in the Big 
East. Providence fell to 6-11 over-




Tied for second entering the 
contest in 3-point field goals per 
game (7.4), Xavier went 8-20 
from behind the three-point line. 
Hawkes shot 60 percent from the 
field and 2-3 from behind the arc. 
She finished with 16 points, seven 
rebounds and three assists to fin-
ish the contest. Wanniger went 
5-12 from the field and 3-8 from 
behind the 3-point line and totaled 
15 points. 
Providence started the game 
with a 13-5 run and led the 
Musketeers early. Xavier answered 
by executing a 27-11 run to end 
the first half  to take a 32-24 lead 
into halftime. The Musketeers out-
scored Providence in the second 
half, 43-28, which ultimately led to 
their victory over the Friars. 
The Xavier women’s basket-
ball team finished the afternoon 
shooting 27-50 from the field, 
while Providence went just 18-59. 
Xavier also forced 19 turnovers, 
which turned into 24 points in fa-
vor of  the Musketeers. 
The Xavier women’s basketball 
team lost to Seton Hall 72-62 last 
night at Cintas Center in its final 
Big East game in the month of  
January. 
Newswire photo by Adam Spegele
Newswire photo by Adam Spegele
Senior guard Ashley Wanninger has 
11.4 ppg and a 31.2 minutes/game.
The Xavier women’s basketball team 3-4 in the month of January this year.
TEAM        RECORD
1. St. John’s 12-5 (5-1)
2. Creighton 11-8 (5-2)
3. DePaul 13-5 (4-2)
4. Marquette 12-4 (3-2)
5. Villanova 13-4 (3-3)
6. Seton Hall 12-5 (3-3)
7. Butler 8-10 (3-4)
8. Xavier 8-11 (3-4)
more than a passing punch-line 
and are rooted in reality in addi-
tion to interviews with a variety 
of  public figures. However, when 
you compare the satirical shows 
against “legitimate” news pro-
grams, it is hard to tell what is fact 
or fiction. 
My New Year’s resolution is to 
become better informed. I tried 
watching both MSNBC and Fox 
News.  Both were sickening to 
watch. On Fox, I found myself  
listening to Bill O’Reilly correct-
ing a fellow reporter on how to 
report a story because it wasn’t 
what O’Reilly wanted to hear.  On 
MSNBC, it felt like the reporters 
were only congratulating them-
selves for not being ignorant con-
servatives, with tweets from view-
ers offering nods of  agreement.
So if  satire is easier to consume, 
does that make it legitimate?
No: satire is a potent force of  
misinformation. Take Sarah Palin, 
for example. No matter what your 
political beliefs are, one of  your 
first thoughts is probably her 
quote, “I can see Russia from my 
backyard.”  Except this is not her 
quote, but Tina Fey impersonating 
Palin. 
Former president Gerald Ford’s 
reputation, too, suffers from satire. 
He was one of  our most athletic 
presidents, playing football for the 
University of  Michigan, but he 
is remembered as bumbling and 
uncoordinated due to the parody 
work of  Chevy Chase. 
This is not the first time that 
satire has run amuck. I cannot 
even begin to count how many 
times I have seen “The Onion” 
articles misinterpreted as fact on 
Facebook.  The most famous in-
stance may be when “The Onion” 
named North Korean President 
Kim Jong Un as the Sexiest Man 
Alive, duping a Chinese news 
source and catapulting Kim into 
the running for “Time” Person of  
the Year in 2012. 
So if  traditional news sources 
and satire have legitimacy prob-
lems how do we make an informed 
vote? The answer: moderation.
Just like a healthy diet consists 
of  a balance between fruits, veg-
etables and protein, so too does a 
healthy diet of  information con-
sist of  news from left, right and 
satire to keep you honest.  
When misinformation sur-
rounds us and comes from a va-
riety of  sources, each with their 
own biases, the truth becomes the 
least common denominator.
 Introduce the issue through 
the news source you agree with, 
then change your perspective and 
see what the other side says.  This 
will solidify your beliefs with rea-
son. And at the end of  the day 
watch a healthy dose of  satire, 
which makes fun of  both sides of  
the issue.  
This is a long process but is 
well worth it. If  you listen to one 
source too much, you risk becom-
ing a bloated font of  opinions, not 
tried by the fires of  argument and 
reason. If  you do not pay atten-
tion to any source, you risk being 
swayed by rhetoric and popularity.
Consuming news is like exer-
cising: you get better with prac-
tice.  Starting now, you will dis-
cover what you believe and what 
you want in a candidate. Knowing 
what you want is the surest way to 
make the change you want to see.
Sean McMahon is a junior from 
Riverside, R. I., majoring in English 
and advertising.
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can be submitted online during the week. 
Please contact us if  you have opinions and 
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Write to us: 
For your information:
January 22, 2014
2014. It is the year for midterm 
elections. In about 10 months we 
will go to polling places and give 
our voice to the democratic sys-
tem. That is, if  we go at all.  But 
should we go if  we don’t stay 
tuned in with global and national 
events?
 Our votes should be informed, 
of  course. Casting votes blindly is 
irresponsible.  And this year we are 
electing our senators, representa-
tives and governors.  It is not as 
sexy as a presidential election, but 
it is more important.  Congress is 
the lawmaking body of  our coun-
try, and our choices here will have 
the greatest impact in shaping the 
future.  
Over winter break my father 
discovered a “startling new trav-
esty afflicting our generation.” 
Our generation doesn’t get news 
from Fox News, MSNBC or 
CNN, but from Comedy Central. 
We have all heard the claim that 
we watch “The Daily Show” 
and “The Colbert Report” more 
than “Hardball” or the “O’Reilly 
Factor.” 
But how true is this? A 2008 
Pew study about news consump-
tion concluded that 18 to 29 year 
olds make up 43 percent of  “The 
Colbert Report’s” audience and 42 
percent of  “The Daily Show’s.” 
The same study also revealed that 
our generation spends only 45 
minutes watching or reading news 
each day. “The Daily Show” and 
“The Colbert Report” are half  
an hour each, which means if  we 
only watch one of  these satirical 
programs we leave about 15 min-
utes for actual news. 
But why are John Stewart and 
Stephen Colbert counted as news? 
You wouldn’t call “Saturday Night 
Live’s” Weekend Update a news 
source, nor the satirical paper, 
“The Onion.” 
You could argue that Comedy 
Central’s shows should be includ-
ed as news since their stories are 
Left, Right and Satire
Newswire cartoon by Digs Coker
also announced it would be mov-
ing from its location on 12th street, 
where it has been since 1978, to 
the West End in coordination with 
3CDC — Cincinnati Center City 
Development Corporation, who 
heads up the majority of  revital-
ization efforts in Over-the-Rhine 
— “to find the right location for 
us to fulfill our mission to those 
we serve.”
Add in a polar vortex and tem-
peratures low enough to burst 
pipes in the Commons, and we 
have a nasty situation. One home-
less man told me that the cold this 
week was “the kind that turns your 
hands red.” Not temperatures, but 
sensations.
The most unbelievable facet of  
this is that no one seems to think 
it merits discussion. The media 
only devotes noteworthy stories 
to noteworthy people. Most of  
us duck our eyes whenever we see 
a homeless person in public, me 
included.
When the polar vortex wreaked 
its havoc a few weeks ago, Fox 
News decided to talk about the 
state of  the Global Warming de-
bate. Most other news sources 
didn’t do much for the discussion 
on homelessness either. Actually, 
mainstream media seemed to be 
talking about everything except the 
issue.
Fifty years ago, Lyndon B. 
Johnson declared a war on pov-
erty. As Jim Luken said in this 
week’s Streetvibes, Cincinnati’s 
street newspaper published by 
the Coalition for the Homeless, 
“the war is over. Who would have 
thought that 50 years after the war 
on poverty was declared, it would 
be the poor who would still be the 
losers?” If  anything bespeaks the 
regression we’ve seen in the past 
decade, perhaps it would be how 
ignored the Occupy Wall Street 
movement was, or how long it 
took President Obama to address 
income inequality — six years, for 
the record. Or maybe the statistics 
speak for themselves.
The point I want to make is 




“The picture of  
homelessness 
looks bleak in 
many regards, 
especially with 




Lately, cities across the United 
States have been making mixed 
progress on the issue of  home-
lessness, Cincinnati included.
Just last month, Phoenix, Ariz., 
announced it has officially ended 
homelessness for veterans. Almost 
200 chronically homeless veterans 
have received housing since 2011. 
Phoenix was racing Salt Lake City 
for the accomplishment, and Salt 
Lake City completed its initiative 
this month. Both efforts are part 
of  a larger federal project to end 
homelessness among veterans by 
2015.
That’s the good news. On the 
other hand, tens of  thousands 
of  people have been forced into 
homelessness since the 2008 finan-
cial crisis. According to statistics 
published in 2009 by the National 
Coalition for the Homeless, 23 
American cities reported an aver-
age increase in homelessness of  
12 percent between 2007 and that 
time.
Furthermore, New York City 
has alarmingly high statistics for 
homelessness in terms of  total 
numbers and newly homeless per-
sons. For the first time in three 
decades, the city has more than 
50,000 homeless persons, includ-
ing over 21,000 children. Last 
year, homelessness grew 19 per-
cent in the Big Apple. Some have 
claimed the number of  homeless 
children is comparable to Great 
Depression-era statistics.
The picture looks bleak in 
many regards, though hopeful in 
some. I don’t believe it’s going to 
get prettier, especially with a very 
white Christmas this year.
Before I came to college, I nev-
er thought anything about win-
ter weather. Snow? An inconve-
nience. Frost? I just need to turn 
on the heater in my car. Jacket 
weather? All you gotta do is watch 
the news in the morning and you 
can be prepared. Until I was liv-
ing in a city, it never occurred to 
me that weather actually affected 
people. It affects people not just 
in their clothing choices — if  they 
have significant choices in the first 
place — but rather in their health 
and well-being.
Put another way, its tough 
enough to be homeless these days, 
and the weather doesn’t improve 
anything.
Cincinnati is not a friendly city 
to the homeless. Homelessness has 
increased 150 percent in the past 
15 years according to Brother’s 
Keeper, Inc., one nonprofit serv-
ing the Greater Cincinnati area.
Last year complicated things, 
too. In September, Hamilton 
County announced that 
Cincinnati’s homeless would no 
longer be permitted to sleep in or 
near public buildings, including 
the Courthouse, Justice Center 
and Library. The Drop Inn Center 
A Cold Winter: Homelessness in the Queen City
Newswire cartoon by Meredith Francis
that no matter what the facts indi-
cate or even how homeless people 
choose to speak for themselves, 
that will not solve the problem. 
Nor will federal money. The 
problem will be solved through 
what corporations call human 
resources.
That is to say, people will solve 
homelessness. It starts in little 
ways, like using people-first lan-
guage. That doesn’t get people in-
doors from the extreme weather, 
but then again, neither does shift-
ing your gaze. We ought to move 
beyond the current debate, which 
hinges on whether it is a homeless 
individual’s fault for being home-
less in the first place.
If  we care about homelessness 
and those who live in that situa-
tion, then it really doesn’t matter 
whose fault it is. It only matters 
that we fix it.
Taylor Fulkerson is a junior phi-
losophy major from Lanesville, Ind. He 
is the Opinions & Editorials Editor for 
the Newswire.
A hard winter and hard times make for a tough life for the homeless in Cincinnati
In light of  his recent travels to the Holy LandStaff  Editorial: Campus Shootings
Gunfire broke out in the 
Electrical Engineering Building 
on Purdue University’s campus 
on Jan. 21. The gunman killed one 
person and was taken into police 
custody only minutes later.
The shooting at Purdue is the 
latest in a sprawling national trend 
that, seemingly,  no one can ad-
dress effectively.
Unfortunately, this news 
doesn’t surprise us. School shoot-
ings, once a startling tragedy, have 
become commonplace in the 
United States. Even two years ago, 
most of  us would have struggled 
to name more than a few. Now, all 
of  us can probably list off  more 
than five, and easily at that. The 
New York Times hit the nail on 
the head last week with a simple 
headline: “In Age of  School 
Shootings, Lockdown Is the New 
Fire Drill.”
It is unsettling at best to see so 
little reaction over such violence. 
We live in a dangerous age, in 
which the media treats a campus 
shooting as if  it were business as 
usual. 
It seems there is no feasible 
solution for such a trend. There 
wasn’t enough political willpower 
to move Congress to act on gun 
control. American healthcare has 
seen little improvement since the 
Affordable Care Act and certainly 
seems ill-equipped to manage a 
greater quantity or quality of  psy-
chological or psychiatric care.
Our thoughts are with Purdue 
students this week. We have to ask, 
though: if  so many small tragedies 
cannot change the conditions that 
lead to campus shootings, how 
big will the tragedy have to be in 
order to actually instigate serious 
reform? 
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Cincinnati Shakespeare Company’s 
“Hamlet” is excellently performed
Cincinnati Shakespeare 
Company’s (CSC) latest produc-
tion of  “Hamlet” did an excel-
lent job bringing life and human-
ity to some of  theater’s most 
notorious characters.
Director Brian Isaac Phillips, 
along with Lighting and Set 
Designer Andrew Hungerford, 
Sound Designer 




sented the plight 
of  the Prince 
of  Denmark in 
a way that made 
the story relatable 
and accessible, 
even for audience 
members who 
may not be famil-
iar with the play. 
The design and 
acting were in-
fused with the ele-
gance expected of  such a classic 
and beloved work, while incor-
porating many fresh ideas. 
The production was set in 
the early 1900s, with Claudius in 
coattails and Gertrude in ornate 
dresses. 
Palace guards toted guns in-
stead of  swords, and Horatio used 
a flashlight to illuminate the figure 
of  the Hamlet’s father. 
The set had many possible 
places for characters to enter and 
exit the stage, a feature that lent 
itself  to surprises including the 
ing one setting from 
another. 
The cast was per-
fectly suited to a play 
that requires such 
thoughtful perfor-
mances and compel-
ling character choices. 
Notable perfor-
mances included Sara 
Clark as Ophelia, 
Bruce Cromer as 
Claudius, Sherman 
Fracher as Gertrude 




by far was Brent 
Vimtrup’s Hamlet. 
Vimtrup’s portrayal 
of  Hamlet seemed very 
honest in that it highlighted the 
character’s flaws without being 
overtaken by them. 
Vimtrup made Hamlet’s trans-
formation from a son sick with 
grief  to a conspirator bent on re-
venge very believable. 
His performance succeeded in 
showing what motivated Hamlet 
to behave as he did while still leav-
ing enough ambiguity to keep the 
audience engaged. 
All of  the actors did a wonder-
ful job finding the humor in the 
text of  the play and communicat-
ing that onstage. 
Both line delivery and staging 
created moments in which the au-
dience could laugh at the absurdity 
of  situations that may have other-
wise seemed purely grave.
Though this was not the best 
or most compelling show CSC has 
done this season, the Company 
certainly did justice to such a 
tricky and timeless show. 
Photo courtesy of  facebook.com
Sherman Fracher as Gertrude and Brent Vimtrup as Hamlet in CSC’s production of “Hamlet.”
Photo courtesy of  facebook.com
Brent Vimtrup as Hamlet in CSC’s production of “Hamlet.”
Photo courtesy of  wikimedia.org
entrances of  the King’s ghost. 
Although there were no major 
set changes, the use of  lighting 
was very effective in distinguish-
The top 5 games of 2013
Copy Editor Katelyn Summers names the top video games of 2013
The top five games of  2013 
range from major name titles to 
indie games as this past year was 
extremely broad in what it had to 
offer gamers of  all types. 
With a year full of  diverse gam-
ing experiences, narrowing this 
list down to five was a challenge. 
Regardless, these games have well 
earned their place in the top five. 
5. the legend of  Zelda: 
a link Between Worlds 
(nintendo)
Nintendo decided to change 
things up a bit with this new chap-
ter of  “The Legend of  Zelda” 
franchise. 
The game is played as a top-
down RPG, similar to the classic 
“The Legend of  Zelda: Link to 
the Past.”  
The game’s major aspect is 
Link’s ability to become a pic-
ture on the wall, changing the 2D 
world into a 3D world that players 
can interact with. 
4. Papers, Please (lucas 
Pope)
Indie game developer, 
Lucas Pope, has given 
gamers a new format for 
making moral choices as 
well as fun and challeng-
ing gameplay. 
In “Papers, Please,” 
you play as an immigra-
tion inspector at a bor-
der checkpoint for your 
country, Arstotzka. 
While you look for dis-
crepancies in immigrant’s 
paperwork, you must also 
choose to either separate 
families, take bribes and 
even assist an under-
ground uprising. 
All of  these choices 
impact you and your fam-
ily, who you must keep 
fed, warm and healthy by 
earning money. 
3. Pokémon X 
and y (nintendo): 
Fans around the 
world finally have 
the Pokémon game 
they’ve been dream-
ing for. 
“Pokémon X and 
Y” features an exten-
sive amount of  new 
gameplay features 
that have dramati-
cally changed the way 
Pokémon is played. 
X and Y’s most 
exciting aspects are 
the battle animations 
and the interactions 
between trainer and Pokémon. 
Battles consist of  fully animated 
Pokémon in a 3D plane, giving 
the look that we as fans have been 
wanting since the Blue and Red 
days. 
“Pokémon-Amie” is a new fea-
ture that allows you to play, feed 
and pet your Pokémon, building 
a stronger bond that eventually 
shows itself  in battle. 
2. Bioshock Infinite 
(Irrational Games): 
This game gripped most players 
from the very first moment. The 
gameplay is similar to the first two 
“Bioshock” games but the format 
of  storytelling is drastically differ-
ent, causing most fans to separate 
“Bioshock Infinite” and the other 
two “Bioshock” games into dif-
ferent categories. 
If  you’re looking for a game 
with fantastic gameplay and a 
story that will have you thinking 
for weeks on end, this is the game 
for you. 
1. the last of  us (naughty 
Dog): 
“The Last of  Us” is not simply 
a zombie shooter. 
It is a story of  heartbreak, 
struggle and survival told at its 
best. 
You follow Joel as he escorts 
young Ellie to safety. Most of  
the game takes place 20 years af-
ter the outbreak of  a fungal virus 
that whipped out a majority of  
the population, turning them into 
zombie-like creatures. 
Many players will tell you that 
“The Last of  Us” had them cry-
ing within the first 10 minutes of  
the game and that they were emo-
tionally invested from that point 
forward. 
The game incorporates differ-
ent styles of  gameplay, ranging 
from stealth to puzzle-solving. 
Most importantly, this game has 
changed the way stories can be 
told through the lens of  video 
games. 












  Newswire Rating:
“From White Plains” comes to Xavier Universit y
The Xavier University 
Department of  Music and 
Theatre’s season is slated to pre-
miere Michael Pearlman’s timely 
drama, “From White Plains,” this 
coming February. 
In a production straight out 
of  New York City, “From White 
Plains” finds its first collegiate 
premiere as part of  the Music and 
Theatre Department’s second of-
ficial season. 
The original New York pro-
duction of  “From White Plains” 
was nominated for three New 
York Innovative Theatre Awards 
in 2012, won the Gay & Lesbian 
Alliance Against Defamation 
Award for Best Off-Off  Broadway 
Production in 2012 and was a New 
York Times critic pick. 
Director of  Xavier’s produc-
tion and former cast member of  
the show’s original production, 
Craig Wesley Divino, discusses his 
journey with the drama and what 
it’s like to breathe new life into a 
fresh piece of  theater. 
Xavier Newswire (XN): Tell me 
a bit about the play. What’s something 
about “From White Plains” that sepa-
rates it from other dramas like it? 
craig Wesley 
divino (cWd): 
It began in the 





the original cast 
members. 
We went back 
and forth, talk-
ing about what 
the play could be 
(…) it was written 
very live. 
You can call 
this a “gay bully-
ing play.” 
However, it 
isn’t polemical nor 
does it present a 
single point of  view. A lot of  dif-
ferent viewpoints are expressed 
and the characters are complex. 
Just because a guy was a jerk to 
everyone when he was 17 doesn’t 
mean he’s not a complete being at 
32. What is it to go back to those 
times in your life and re-examine 
who you are?
XN: As an original member of  the 
Off-Off-Broadway cast, tell me about 
your experiences as an actor in the show 
versus a director at Xavier. 
cWd: We have a really inter-
esting life with this show. It start-
ed as an Off-Off-Broadway show-
case production. 
We booked the theater before 
we had a script. We got the op-
portunity to upgrade the company 
from its small, Off-Off-Broadway 
company. 
We then worked at the Signature 
Center on 42nd Street. (…) There 
is a new regional life for the show: 
Boston, Chicago and Ithaca, NY. 
Directing the show is very ex-
citing. I can approach the play as 
just a play with four very talented 
actors. There’s some value in say-
ing ‘this show needs to be done, 
now.’ 
XN: What can this play and its 
themes tell us about bullying and how 
our actions have repercussions? 
cWd: The audience witnesses 
four sides of  an argument and the 
experiences are really personal. 
There is no hero or villain. 
What does it mean to say, ‘I was 
just a kid?’ The points of  view of  
these very realistic, human beings 
don’t follow the traditional unilat-
eral story line of  good versus evil. 
We aren’t trying to provoke a 
particular response. 
We want people to ask ques-
tions. We discover more of  its 
complexity over time. 
There’s something about 
these four characters that allow 
people to explore the play and its 
themes. 
XN: If  you could say anything to 
persuade as many people as possible to 
see “From White Plains,” what would 
it be?  
cWd: Something that stands 
out about the responses that peo-
ple have to “From White Plains” 
is that they’re personal. 
People want to talk, to express 
their own stories and how the play 
speaks to their lives. 
The play is sexy, there’s humor, 
and it provides an opportunity for 
people to rethink and discuss their 
point of  view on what is really a 
very complex issue. 
“From White Plains” runs Feb 
14 – 22 in the Gallagher Student 
Center Mainstage Theatre. 
Tickets are available for pur-
chase online at www.xaviertheatre.
ticketleap.com. 
Photo courtesy of Jacob J Goldberg
Original Off-Broadway cast of “from White Plains:” Jimmy King, Aaron Rossini, Karl Gregory and Craig Wesley Divino.
Photo courtesy of facebook.com
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Mark Evans as Elder Price in “The Book of Mormon.”
“The Book of Mormon” is comedic gold
Director and former New York cast member Craig Wesley Divino discusses the show
“The Book of  Mormon” has 
it all: dazzling choreography, 
amazing effects and off-the-wall 
comedy. 
However, the appreciation of  
this Tony Award winning musical 
can be lost if  the audience is not 
willing to appreciate the produc-
tion’s satirical elements. 
Elder Price (Mark Evans) 
dreams of  being the great-
est Mormon ever but struggles 
when he and his nerdy mission 
companion, Elder Cunningham 
(Christopher John O’Neill), are 
sent to do their mission work in 
Uganda. On their journey, they 
confront a genocidal warlord and 
the devastating living conditions 
of  the Ugandan people. 
The musical is true to its cre-
ators’ roots. 
“The Book of  Mormon” is 
the creation of  Matt Stone and 
Trey Parker, the creators of  
the 17-season running comedy, 
“South Park” on Comedy Central, 
along with the musical talents of  
Robert Lopez, co-composer and 
co-lyricist for the Tony Award 
winning “Avenue Q.” 
That being said, audiences 
should expect some rather ob-
scene jokes. 
However, the creators instill 
a great amount of  heart in the 
musical, allowing audiences to 
understand the plight of  the char-
acters through easy, toe-tapping 
melodies.
There is not a moment in the 
show without laughter from the 
audience. 
Whether it’s Elder 
Cunningham’s obsession with 
“best friend” Elder Price, 
Nabalungi (Samantha Marie 
vests. 
The passion and drive of  each 
character gives meaning to the 
production’s obscenity. 
Ware portrays Nabalungi’s 
longing for a better life for herself  
and her people during “Sal Tlay 
Ka Siti.” 
Though “Hasa Diga Ebowai” 
is one of  the most outrageous 
songs ever created, it displays 
the devastation of  the Ugandan 
people and displays the challenge 
set before Elder Price and Elder 
Cunningham.
“The Book of  Mormon” is 
outrageously funny, but the au-
dience must allow themselves to 
see past the up-front jokes. 
This is the only pitfall of  the 
production. Because it is so racy 
and grandiose in its vulgarity, 
“The Book of  Mormon” can 
very easily close off  audience 
members and lead them out the 
door at intermission. 
Trey Parker, Matt Stone and 
Robert Lopez have created a co-
medic masterpiece like none ever 
seen before. Enter the theater 
ready for anything. 
“The Book of  Mormon” is 
currently running Jan. 22 – 23 in 
the Proctor & Gamble Hall in 
the Aronoff  Center. For ticket in-
formation, go to www.cincinnati.
broadway.com
Ware) “texting” everyone with an 
old typewriter or Darth Vader and 
Hobbits making cameo appear-
ances during numbers, “The Book 
of  Mormon” is one of  the smart-
est comedies gracing the stage. 
The choreography is stylized 
and precise, playing a role in both 
the visual and comedic elements 
of  the production. Most notable 
on this front is “Turn It Off,” a 
tap number where the Mormon 
ensemble danced for a moment 
in the dark wearing glittering pink 
Brontë Bistro makes 
for a  nice  evening
Brontë Bistro located in 
Rookwood Plaza in conjunction 
with Joseph-Beth Booksellers of-
fers a conventional 
dining experience 
with a few twists. 
Although Brontë 
Bistro isn’t innovat-
ing the food scene 
in the Cincinnati 
area, it provides a 
high quality culinary 
excursion. 
The Brontë 
Bistro’s menu is 
its greatest weak-
ness and its greatest 
strength. 
The menu is both 
extremely limited, offering stan-
dard favorites of  an upper ech-
elon restaurant, but not diverging 
much from that in terms of  cre-
ative recipes. 
This small menu has allowed 
Brontë to focus more on ingredi-
ents, sparing little to no expense 
on getting the little things right. 
Specific ingredients such 
as Panko bread crumbs and 
Wisconsin white cheddar cheese 
make the simple menu pop with 
flavor and embolden the standard 
recipes that Brontë offers. 
It offers a selection of  hor-
mone-free and gluten-free menu 
items opening the bistro up to a 
niche market while not sacrificing 
flavor.
The drink menu is where 
Brontë finds much more depth. 
The bar offers some creative 
cocktails as well as a respectable 
wine and beer list. 
Brontë Bistro, 
named after the 
Brontë sisters who 
respectively penned 
“Wuthering Heights,” 
“Agnes Grey” and 
“Jane Eyre,” has given 
its cocktails fun names 
primarily based off  of  
classic writers from 
the Western literary 
canon. 
The cocktail list 
pays homage to great 
author such as Kurt 
Vonnegut, Oscar Wilde and 
Ernest Hemmingway.
The atmosphere is warm and 
the décor stays consistent with the 
literary theme with classic book 
covers blown up and hung on the 
walls over the booths. 
The service itself  can some-
times leave something to be 
desired. 
The staff  overall sometimes 
lapses in a manner inconsistent 
with what the restaurant is trying 
to be. 
Brontë Bistro may not change 
the way you think about Cincinnati 
dining, but with high quality ingre-
dients and competitive prices, it is 
a solid place to spend an evening.






Every year, there are various opportunities for 
students to participate in blood drives on Xavier’s 
campus. However, there is always a need for more 
donations. 
According to the American Red Cross, every 
two seconds someone in the United States needs 
blood, and over 41,000 donations are needed dai-
ly. Out of  the 38 percent of  eligible donors in the 
U.S., only around 10 percent actually donate.
The donation process can be summarized in 
four basic steps. When one goes to donate blood, 
he or she begins by signing in and getting intro-
duced to the process.
Donors will then have a mini physical, where 
they will discuss their medical history. They will 
also have to include information about past travel 
locations. The donor’s temperature, blood pres-
sure, pulse and hemoglobin levels will also be 
taken.
After the physical, the donor will be seated 
for the actual donation. The process is sterile and 
takes between eight and 10 minutes. If  one is do-
nating specifically platelets, plasma or red blood 
cells, the process may take longer.
At the end of  the donation, the donor receives 
a snack and a beverage to allow for relaxation and 
replenishment of  fluids and blood sugar. After 10 
to 15 minutes, the donor can leave and resume 
normal daily activities.
The American Red Cross encourages able bod-
ied people to donate blood. They even offer ad-
vice on their website on how to get over the fear 
of  needles for those nervous about that aspect.
There will be a blood drive Jan 21 – Jan 23 next 
to Bellarmine Circle.
1. Get an adequate amount 
of  sleep.
2. Avoid fatty foods such as 
french fries or pizza before 
donating.
3. Drink at least 16 ounces 
of  water before donating.
4. Make sure your diet con-
sists of  an adequate amount 
of  iron.
5. Wear clothing where the 
sleeves can be pushed above 
the elbows.
•Type O is requested more than any other blood 
type.
•One car accident victim can require up to 100 
pints of  blood.
•Each donation adds up to about one pint.
•If  you began donating blood at age 17 and do-
nated every 56 days until you reached 76, you 
would have donated 48 gallons of  blood. This 
could potentially help save more than 1,000 lives.
•Only seven percent of  those in the United States 
have the universal blood type, O-negative, which 
can be donated to anyone.
•More than 1.6 million people were diagnosed 
with cancer last year. Many of  them will need 
blood during their chemotherapy treatment.
•Sickle cell disease affects more than 70,000 
people in the U.S. About 1,000 babies are born 
with the disease each year. Sickle cell patients can 
require frequent blood transfusions throughout 
their lives.
•On average there are 9.2 million donors every 









One pint of blood can 
save up to three lives.
